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Appendix: Expectations of dairy performance 

Early Season First Cut 
Grass Silage Results

2007 2008 2009

Dry Matter % 30.4 30.8 31.5

Crude Protein % 13.2 13.1 13.6

‘D’ Value % 67.3 67.2 67.7

ME mj/kg DM 10.8 10.8 10.8

pH 4.1 4.2 4.1

NH3N % 4.7 5.0 2.7

Sugar % 2.9 2.8 2.9

Ash % 8.0 7.7 7.8

NDF % 47.2 50.8 46.9

ADF % 32.9 33.0 32.2

oil B % 3.7 3.9 3.5

VFA gm/kg 22.5 21.0 29.5

Lactic Acid gm/kg 79.1 76.5 70.4

Vitamin E mg/kg 40.5 35.2 82.6

FEED INTO MILK

Intake Potential 95.1 96.0 97.5

PAL meq/kg 834.6 849.1 783.8

RSV 279.6 299.9 282.8

MPB gm/kg 27.8 23.7 23.7

MPN gm/kg 90.0 88.1 91.4

MPE gm/kg 76.6 73.2 73.0

Average result hides the wide 
variation in grass silages on 
individual farms. Ration formulation 
and management as well as clamp 

and cow management needs to 
be tailored to individual farms to 
maximise cow performance this 
winter.
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